
The Pardee Chair and the Beahrs ELP 
 
The Beahrs Environmental Leadership Program (ELP)started 21 years ago with a million-dollar 

gift from Dick Beahrs. It has several elements- a summer program for environmental 
professionals from all over the world who come to campus for two-three weeks of 
intensive training, an alumni network, and a small grant initiative (Kingman initiative)- 
which supports collaboration between alumni of the program and Berkeley faculty. 
More details on the program are in these blog posts-1,2,3,4.  Berkeley faculty and others 
contribute to the instruction of the Beahrs ELP, the participants have few travel 
opportunities, and there are several receptions- traditionally, the Chancellor has 
participated in them. Two Alumni won the Goldman Award (the highest environmental 
prize), and many hold senior positions. The program has generated multiple gifts to 
campus-among them the George M.  Pardee Chair. Carolyn Beahrs is the daughter of 
George Pardee, and John , Anne and Neal Pardee (siblings of Carolyn)  and the Beahrs 
family established the chair- with the understanding that chairholders would contribute 
and provide leadership to the Beahrs ELP (David Zilberman was part of the initiatives 
that led to the program and the chair). 

 
Assistant Dean Mio Katayama Owens is responsible for the operation of the program. David 
Zilberman and Keith Gilless are the two directors of the program working with an executive 
committee of 5 (including Dick Beahrs and John Pardee , and the holder of the Pardee  chair).  
 
It was our understanding that the chair holder contributes to the Beahrs ELP by: 

● teaching in the summer program (a few hours) 
● participating in various events (receptions)  
● collaborating with alumni (e.g, Participating in alumni network events if possible) 
● Being a part of the advisory board (meeting a few times a year) 
● Possibly becoming program director – (when Zilberman and Gilless retire) 
● Being an academic senate member who represents the program within the RCNR 

community. 

https://beahrselp.berkeley.edu/
https://blogs.berkeley.edu/2016/08/08/extending-berkeleys-reach/
https://blogs.berkeley.edu/2015/07/14/on-the-origins-of-the-beahrs-elp/
https://blogs.berkeley.edu/2013/07/22/nurturing-environmental-leaders-the-beahrs-elp/
https://blogs.berkeley.edu/2015/07/17/environmental-leadership-lessons-learned-from-beahrs-program/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mio-katayama-owens-82959161/
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